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IMDb GEO Performance Analysis

Overview

This report provides a snapshot of IMDDb’s visibility and authority across generative Al platforms such as
ChatGPT, Gemini, and Perplexity. It measures how often IMDb appears in Al-generated responses, how
frequently its content is cited, and how it performs against key entertainment data competitors like
Rotten Tomatoes, Letterboxd, JustWatch, and The Movie Database (TMDb).

The data shows that IMDb dominates generative visibility with 59% share of Al-generated responses,
far ahead of Rotten Tomatoes (36%) and Letterboxd (30%). Sentiment is exceptionally positive at 98%,
and 69% of mentions appear in top-tier positions, confirming IMDb’s strong authority across film and
entertainment-related prompts. However, only 7% of citations come from IMDb-owned content, while
88% are sourced from third-party domains, indicating that Al models frequently reference IMDb but rely
on external sources to describe it.

Key Insights

1. IMDb Leads Generative Visibility by a Wide Margin
IMDb appears in 59% of Al-generated answers, making it the dominant brand in entertainment
information.

e Leads all competitors in box office data (63%), streaming guides (65%), and upcoming movie
releases (77%).

e Maintains strong presence in film festivals (62%) and celebrity profiles (48%), but lower
coverage in film industry insights (9%) and career resources (31%).

What this means: IMDb is the primary entertainment authority in generative Al, though it has room to
expand in professional and industry-facing topics where competitors like Letterboxd and TMDb appear.



2. Low Citation Ownership Despite High Mentions
Only 7% of citations come from IMDb’s own domain, compared to 88% from third-party sources and 5%
from competitors.

e Al models frequently reference rottentomatoes.com, letterboxd.com, and justwatch.com when
generating movie summaries or recommendations.

e Even when IMDb is mentioned as a data source, Al retrievers often cite competitors’ descriptions
instead of IMDb’s own structured pages.

What this means: IMDb enjoys top visibility but low content authority, meaning Al systems depend on
others to explain its data — a risk for maintaining leadership in Al-driven media discovery.

3. Strong Sentiment and High Placement Rates
Mentions of IMDb are 98% positive, with 69% appearing in top-tier Al placements and only 1%
negative.

e This demonstrates consistent trust, credibility, and relevance across all major generative engines.

What this means: IMDb’s brand reputation is near-unmatched, positioning it as the default source for
entertainment metadata in Al-driven environments.

Why This Matters

Generative Al platforms are rapidly becoming the primary discovery layer for film, TV, and
entertainment insights. When users ask, “Where can | find cast and crew info?” or “What movies are
trending this week?”, IMDb dominates visibility — yet Al engines often cite external summaries instead
of IMDb’s own site. Without stronger citation optimization, IMDb risks losing narrative control to Rotten
Tomatoes, Letterboxd, and streaming aggregators like JustWatch.

Next Steps
To reinforce leadership and ensure Al citation ownership, IMDb should:
1. Enhance structured data and schema markup on imdb.com for cast, ratings, and release data.

2. Publish authoritative content on topics where coverage is low (industry insights, career
resources, and analytics).

3. Encourage backlinks and third-party mentions that reference IMDb’s official pages to
strengthen retriever trust.

4. Monitor weekly share-of-answer metrics to track changes in Al citation rates and topical
dominance.
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